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Dear Rabbi, Parents, Relatives and Friends

I would like to thank everyone for coming today to help me
celebrate my Bar Mitzvah.

Not long ago I was given an old pair of Tefilin and I was told that
my late Grandpa Herman Roth had wanted for them to be given to me
on my Bar Mitzvah day. I looked at them and wondered - what a
strange gift - old Tefilin. If you look at the Tefilin you will see
that they are very frayed and worn out. Why wouldn't my Grandpa
have wanted for me to have my own fresh new pair, why would he have
wanted me to have this very old pair? And then I was told a story.
My Grandpa was in a Labor Camp during the Holocaust where everyone
in it were forced to work as a slaves till they literally were
worked to death. Towards the end of the war the situation in the
Camp got even worse. The Nazis were moving the prisoners back and
forth and in this chaos my Grandpa lost his Tefilin. To get another
one was impossible. Except my Grandpa a devoted Jew would not give -
up and he decided to trade something for it which was literally
keeping the prisoners barely alive - bread. He exchanged his source
of life for Tephilin. Keeping a Jewish tradition was more important
to him than even a few crumbs of bread he had. When the Jews in the °
Camp were so weak that they were unable to work anymore the Nazis
herded all of them into a barn telling them that they were being
sent into it in order to get rid of their typhus. The Nazis then
set the barn on fire. My Grandpa and one other prisoner managed to
escape through a small opening. They were the only two survivors
from this Labor Camp. My Grandpa saved his life and beside his life

he saved only one thing - his Tefilin.
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My Grandpa gave his promise at his Bar Mitzvah that he will keep
and fulfill all Mitzvot from the Torah regardless of what. Even in
the hopeless situation of Holocaust where millions died and
thousands other lost their religion he kept his promise.

In the Haphtorah, which we read in Shul today we learn about

the last days of King David. He has grown old and feeble and to

everyone around him it was clear that he would soon die. His son,

Adonijah, realizing the situation, gathered together most of the
important people in the Kingdom and began to rule. When Bathsheba-
the mother of Solomon - learns about the situation she immediately
goes to King David. She reminds him of the promise he gave to her -
that her son Solomon will be the King. King David recalls his
promise and Solomon does become King. There are many lessons to be
learned from this Haphtorah, but to me the most important lesson is
the lesson to always keep a promise. King David was a great King
mainly because he always kept his promises. And because he
fulfilled his promise to Bethseeba we got another great King- King
Solomon.

All four my Grandparents are Holocaust survivors. All four of my
Grandparents lost their whole families in the Concentration Camps
but all four never betrayed their Jewish Religion. Now I am
standing here on the day of my Bar Mitzvah with this Tefilin that
is the most precious gift that I have ever received and I am
promising to keep my religion and pass it on to the next
generation. May God help me keep this promise.

At this time I would like to thank my parents for all the love and

devotion they given to me . Thank Grandma Roth for all love you
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have given me and especially for coming all the way from
Czechoslovakia to celebrate my Bar Mitzvah with me. Today I am
also thinking of my grandpa Ackerman who is to ill to be with us
today. I also remember my late Grandma Sidonia Ackerman of blessed
memory and my late Grandpa Herman Roth of blessed memory to whom -
this speech was dedicated. I would also like to thank my brother
Eddie for leaving me alone during this speech.I would also like to
thank Cantor Dean and Rabbi Radinsky for preparing me for

my Bar Mitzvah. May I grow up to be a credit not only to myself,

but also to my family, my community and my people. Amen.




